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March 31, 2005
Contact: Patrick Weasel Head, director, UM American Indian Student Services, (406) 2436352.
BLACKFEET STUDENT LANDS PRESTIGIOUS UDALL SCHOLARSHIP
MISSOULA A University of Montana Blackfeet Indian student has been awarded one of 80 Morris
K. Udall Scholarships offered nationally.
Marcia St. Goddard is a sophomore majoring in both pre-physical therapy and health
and human performance. She is the daughter of Daryl and Margie DeRoche St. Goddard and
granddaughter of Lois Sharp, Charles DeRoche S r., Mae Mad Plume St. Goddard and Morris
St. Goddard.
The Morris K. Udall Scholarship and Excellence in National Environmental Policy
Foundation awards merit-based scholarships of up to $5,000 to college sophomores and juniors
who have demonstrated outstanding potential and a commitment to pursuing careers related to
the environment.
The foundation also rewards American Indian and Alaska Native college students who
have demonstrated outstanding potential and commitment to careers related to tribal public
policy or health care.
St. Goddard, a 2003 graduate of Browning High School, wrote an essay focused on the
importance of health care facilities on or near reservations to help with community health
concerns. She wrote that through the jurisdictional effort of community people, the local health
-more-
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facility can now be administered by and for American Indians.
St. Goddard believes it was this part of her essay that won the hearts and minds of the
reviewers. It falls in line with the philosophical approach of Arizona U.S. Rep. Udall, who
promoted “the efforts of Native nations to increase their capacities for self-rule and for selfdetermined, sustainable community and economic development. It involves building
institutions of self-government that are culturally appropriate to the nation and that are
effective in addressing the nation’s challenges.”
St. Goddard is a student employee in UM ’s American Indian Student Services Program
and Upward Bound Program, greeting fellow students, friends, faculty and staff as they enter
the new campus office.
“Marcia is well liked by her peers and is always setting a wonderful example for others
- especially her daughter, 19-month-old Jalynn Farmer, who will someday follow in her
footsteps as a next-generational leader,” said Patrick Weasel Head, director of the American
Indian Student Services Program. “UM faculty, staff and students are proud to claim Marcia as
one of their own and encourage others to follow her efforts as w ell.”
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